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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to the amendment field on September 06, 2005. 
Claims 2-7, 10, 15 and 17-19 are presented for examination. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Ralph Gelling (Registration No. 24, 689) on November 22, 2005. 

3. The application has been amended as follows: 
Cancel claims 1, 8-9, 11-14 and 16. 
Rewrite claim 3, as follows: 

3. Method according to Claim 18, characterized in that, the identified terms 
are announced and/or displayed to a user as a system response, starting with the term 
identified as being the most reliable, on the basis of the overall probability. 



Rewrite claim 4, as follows: 
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4. Method according to Claim. 1 8 ( characterized in that, for each identified 
term, the data records which are appropriate for the identified terms are looked for in a 
list of stored data records. 

Rewrite claim 15, as follows: 

15. Method according to Claim 18, characterized in that, an incorrectly 
alphanumerically input term, which has already frequently been input incorrectly in a 
manner specific to a particular user, is assigned a lower confidence value as a function 
of input-specific error statistics. 

Rewrite claim 18, as follows: 

1 8. A method for inputting data into a system comprising the steps of: 

in response to a voice input by a user, identifying one or more terms, 
which are as appropriate as possible for the voice input based on a confidence 
value; 

determining from stored data records, data records matching the identified 
terms as well as probability values assigned to the matching data records, 
wherein each of said probability values is calculated for each stored data record 
as a ratio of the number of times the matching data record has been used during 
a certain period of time in the immediate recent past to the total number of times 
all the stored data records have been used during the certain period so as to 
describe the relative probability of the matching data record being used again; 
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calculating an overall probability from said confidence value of the 
identified term and the probability value of the matching data record; 

processing said identified terms according to said overall probability; and 
wherein the voice input is first of all subjected to speaker identification, 
and the subsequent voice recognition process is carried out, taking into account 
the result of the speaker identification. 

Rewrite claim 19, as follows: 

19. A method for inputting data into a system comprising the steps of: 

in response to an input by a user, made via an alphanumeric input device, 
the input being assigned a confidence value for reliable identification, and 
identifying one or more terms, the terms being as appropriate as possible for the 
input based on the confidence value; 

determining from stored data records, data records matching the identified 
terms as well as probability values assigned thereto, wherein each of said 
probability values is calculated for each stored data record as a ratio of the 
number of times the matching data record has been used during a certain period 
of time in the immediate recent past to the total number of times all the stored 
data records have been used during the certain period so as to describe the 
relative probability of the matching data record being used again; 

calculating an overall probability from said confidence value of the 
identified term and the probability value of the matching data record; 
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processing said identified terms according to said overall probability; and 
wherein an incorrect, alphanumerically input term, which has already 
frequently been input incorrectly in a manner specific to a particular user, is 
automatically corrected, with the corrected term being assigned a confidence 
value which is lower than the confidence value for reliable identification. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 2-7, 10,15 and 1 7-1 9 are allowed. 

Reason For Indicating Allowable Subject Matter 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: Claims 18 and19, identify distinct features, the computer-implemented method 
for inputting data onto a system. The closest prior art, Chou et al (U.S. Patent No. 
5,737,489) discloses, in response to an input by a user, identifying one or more terms, 
which are as appropriate as possible for input based on a confidence value, calculating 
an overall probability from the confidence value of the identified term, processing the 
identified terms according to the overall probability, the voice input is first of all 
subjected to speaker identification, and the subsequent voice recognition process is 
carried out taking into account the result of the speaker identification. The prior art does 
not address the computer implemented method for determining data records matching 
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the identified terms as well as probability values assigned, in response to an input by a 
user, identifying one or more terms, which are as appropriate as possible for input 
based on a confidence value, calculating an overall probability from the confidence 
value of the identified term, processing the identified terms according to the overall 
probability, wherein each of the probability values is calculated for each stored data 
record as a ratio of the number of times data record has been used during a certain 
period of time in the immediate recent past to the total number of times all the data 
records have been used during this certain period so as to describe the relative 
probability of the data record being used again, calculating an overall probability from 
the confidence value of the identified term and the probability value of the matching data 
record. Chou et al fails to suggest the claimed limitation as mentioned above in 
combination with other limitations of the dependent and independent claims. The claims 
2-7, 10, 15 and 17-19 are hereby allowed. 
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Conclusion 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Isaac M. Woo whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4043. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain T. Alam can be reached on (571) 272-3978. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



IMW 

November 28, 2005 




